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INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH. (1ST, 1882. 


3ELLOWS FALLS: 
JERRY LEECH’S BOOK AND JOB PRINTING HOUSE. 
1882 
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BELLOWS FALLS: 
JERRY LEECH’S BOOK AND JOB PRINTING HOUSE. 
1882. 
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_ SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


' VALUATION OF THE ‘TOWN.- 


Value of real estate taxed, $184,474 00 
101 polls, 10,100 00 
179 horses, 11,090 00 
1 ass, 16 00 
53 oxen, 3,060 00 
202 cows, 5,560 00 
247 other neat stock, 9,190 00 
1,053 sheep, 3,160 00 
- 22 hogs, 170 00 
7 carriages, } 670 00 
Stock in pnblic funds, 6,150 00 
Stock in banks, | 8,100 00 
Money on hand or at interest, 23,066 00 
Stock in trade, foot CRU 
3 mills, 1,300 00 
Total valuation, $262,876 00 
Dogs, 24 
ASSESSMENTS. 
State tax, $620 00 
County tax, 657 07 
Town tax, 1 00 
School tax, 700 00 


$1,978 07 


REPGOIGHATOVIN MRBSBURER. 


OOP ENR A A 


\ 


FOR THE SPAR GNDING | MARCH 1, 1882. 


00 BTL, arg 


00 001,01 
00 0€0,f5 
00 aL 


RECEIPTS. 


(ashy ifthe t March 1, 1881 
| as ar 
be Phe ie treasury March 1, ; 


00 Oe! 
00 


savings bank tax, 
_ _ literary fund, 
taxes of 1880, 
taxes of 1881, 


for apples in the pound, 
balance on State tax, 
bounties returned from State, 


Cash paid State tax, 


County tax, 


on orders, 


Cash in the treasury March 1, 1882, 


SAMUEL 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


L. SLADER, 


~ $555 91 
595 92 
25 37 

110 26 
1,659 43 
2 00 

1 29 

2 80 


$2,952 98 


$620 00 
657 OF 
1,457 96 


-$2.735 03 


“917 95 


$2,952°98 


Treasurer. 


5 
EXPENDITURES. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


~C. A. Holden, 


H. M. Elwell, Selectmen for 1880, 
D. P. Davis, 

C. M. Lufkin, town clerk for 1880, 

Henry Prentiss, town clerk for 1881, 

S. L. Slader, town treasurer, 

Mary S. Prentiss, Superintending School Committee, 
E. P. Fish, collector, | 

Wm. P. Wilson, sexton, 

S. L. Slader, sexton 1880, 


SCHOOLS. 
District No. 1, 
66 66 vf 
sé se 3, 
66 66 4, 
sé ee o, 


Whitney & Eaton’s share paid Charlestown, 
Wetherbee, Angier & Lufkin’s share paid Alstead, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Clark C. Carr, snow bill, 
Patrick Condon, snow bill, 
Michael Meany, snow bill, 
John W. Holden, snow bill, 
William Condon, snow bill, 
Edmund W, Holden, snow bill, 


Edgar H. Whitney, snow bill, 


~ John Condon, snow bill, 


Henry M. Holden, snow bill, 
Melville S. Buxton, snow bill, 


Selectmen, bridge plank and repairing bridge, ; 


‘ 
. ; 
| 


$1382 70 
132 70 
140 00 
147 10 
132 67 

11 60 
28 60 


~ $725 37 


$10 95 
712 
0 70 
1 72 
915 
412 

27 90 
15 45 
415 
23 72 
6 43 


J. D. Holmes, bridge plank, 

Selectmen, repairing bridge, 

William Kirkpatrick, snow bill, 

G. R. Holden, snow bill, 

Edward Holmes, bridge plank, 

John Currier, repairing highway, 

J. C. Walker, repairing highway, 

H. B. Fletcher, snow bill, 

Selectmen, bank wall at Prentiss bridge, 
Selectmen, building bridge on Cold River road, 
Roswell Huntoon, repairing highway, 

obert Elwell, lumber for bridge on Cold River road, 
G. W. Leach, snow bill, 

D. P. Davis, repairing highway, 

R. A. Lueas, snow bill, 

E. W. Colburn, repairing highway and snow bill, 

A. H. Chandler, repairing highway, 

J. B. Russell, snow bill, 


Henry Prentiss, bridge plank, 


PAUPERS. 


Ira Holmes, support of A. Holmes, 
M. J. Clark, provisions and fuel, 


BOUNTIES. 


Marshall Bragg, 
Johnnie Currier, 

S. J. Walker. 
Newton L. Kenuedy, 
E. W. Holden, 


Roswell Huntoon, 


Gilbert Richardson, 
Charles Winch, 


$352 46 


$60 00 
27 60 


$87 60 


$0 40 


Lar 


i 
~MISCELLANEOUS. 


Jerry Leech & Co., printing reports, 

G. H. H. Lilsby & Son, books, 

Dr. S. T. Smith, returning births and deaths, 
H. P. Ware, repairing scrapers, 

KE. W. Uclden, damage to sheep by dogs, 
March Chase, damage to land in 1879, 
Charles Fisher, surveying, 

George Bailey, surveying, 

E. P. Fish, non-resident highway tax worked, 
Wim. P. Wilson, abatement taxes 1880, 

F. M. Weatherbee, floating order 1880, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Town officers, . 
Schools, 
Highways and bridges, 
Miscellaneous, 
Paupers, 
Bounties, 
State tax, 
County tax, 


oe ee 


ASSETS. 


Cash in treasury March 1, 1882, 
Taxes of 1880 uncollected, 
Taxes of 1881 uncollected, 


INDEBTEDNESS. 
Outstanding accounts, estimated, 
Balance in favor of the town, 


DANIEL P. DAVIS. 


$10 00 
3 90 
3 00 
2 25 
3 00 
2 00 

‘2 00 
5 00 
15 85 
13 26 
3 00 


$66 26. 
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620 00 
657 07 


$2,735 03 


$217 95 
3 20. 
135 53 


$356 68 


$150 00 
$206 68 


HENRY M. ELWELL, sets of Langdon. 


JOSEPH B. RUSSELL, 


¥ ~S ia ae 7 7 7 
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The undersigned Auditor, chosen by the town of Lang edo “i to ex 
amine the accounts of the officers of said town, hereby certify 
have attended to the duty assigned to me, and find the a 
the said officers properly cast and Delarieeds and with proper 
theretors a 


‘ iy 
SAMUEL KING, | Anditor of A 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. OF £C_iOOLS, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1882. 


In accordance with the vote of the town at their last annual meet- 
ing, thie district formerly designated No, 1 has been divided, and the 
parts respectively annexed to the adjoining districts by the Select- 
men, So it henceforth ceases to exist. The wisdom of this plan is 
quite apparent. The schoolhouse is unfit for use ; some of the roads 
leading to it are drifted and unfrequented in the winter, and most of’ 
the families are nearly, if not quite, as well accommcdated as before 
in respect to distance. Also, the expense of a new house is avoided, 
and the school money of the town, which was formerly divided 
among six districts, will now be divided among five, thereby giving 
longer schools, while the’ inereased numbers will ensure greater in- 
terest. For all reasons this seems to be a move in the right direc- 
tion. The district formerly called No. 6 is now called No. 1, and 
we have oily five districts in town. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 
C. A. Hoirpex. Prudential Committee. 


Tle Summer term was in‘charge of Miss Lenna J. Dickey,who 
had never taught before. but who seemed qualified by education for 
her task. The numbers were few, and the children mostly very 


10 


young. At the close of the term there was the appearance of fair 
improvement, although they were not quitein order. The geography 
class seemed very familiar with the wall maps, which is an excellent 
thing. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Annie L. Thayer, who did 
careful and thorough work. The same may be said of the scholars. 
The numbers increased; the order was good; there seemed to be 
perfect harmony between teacher and pupils; excellent progress was 
made, and altogether it was a successful term. Some of these schol- 
ars are quite advanced and a dictionary should be provided for them. 
The last edition of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, a wonderful 
achievement of its kind, is an exceedingly valuable book to the stu- 
dent, and should be placed at once in the two school houses which 
are not yet supplied. The other three distriets have procured 
either that or Worcester’s by subscription, but if it is not thought 
best to do this, the five per cent. of the school funds of any district 
allowed by law for such improvements, cannot be used to better ad- 
vantage. Committees make a great mistake when they use every 
cent of the money to prolong the terms, without providing suitable 
helps of this kind. Farmers. might as reasonably attempt to culti- 
vate their farms without the necessary implements. It is to be hoped 
that we may have more of Miss Thayer’s services in this district. 


DISTRICT NOvV2: 
E. King. Prudential Committee. 


As this district has had three short terms of eight, seven and eight 
weeks respectively, and a new teacher each term, the work has neec- 
essarily been somewhat disjointed, still considerable advancement has 
been made. Miss Carrie A.. Hardy, who.taught the first term, was 
young and inexperienced, but she gained the good will of her pupils 
and they seemed to work quite harmoniously and successfully. Per- 
haps, however, a littke more zeal would have secured still greater 
success. | 

The second term was taught by Miss Mary A. Simpson, who did 
her customary good work with the customary good results. 

The Winter term was kept by Miss Etta M. King. At the closing 
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examination the children were respectful, obedient and cheerful and 
manifested a good degree of interest in their recitations. The elder 
pupils of this school are quite generally fluent readers. This is grati- 
fying, for it must be admitted that some of our scholars are deficient 
in this most necessary art. There are children in our schools of 
thirteen years, and some even older, who cannot read the news- 
- papers fluently and intelligently. Reference is here made to the 
ability to recognize words, and, at the same time, to grasp the 
meaning of what is said, and not at all to what is termed elocution, 
Such need practice, and, as reading is not interesting or attracting 
to them, on account of this inability, they need constant oversight 
and encouragement at home, as well as at schvol. It would be well 
if both parents and teachers would give more attention to this 
matter. 

This district bought half a set of Mitchell’s Outline Maps last year, 
and this year the remaining half has been supplied. They cost about 
ten dollars. It is very desirable that this school should have the 
continuous services of an experienced teacher the coming year. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
‘'S. L. Siaper, Prudential Committee. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Sarah A. Porter, who, as 
usual, was faithful and untiring in her task, and who, .as usual, suc- 
ceeded admirably. Carefullness and accuracy marked the work, and 
these are not always secured by teachers who otherwise do well. 

Miss Emma W. Wallace took charge of the Winter school, bring- 
ing to the work long experience acquired elsewhere. She seemed to 
adapt herself to the place without loss of time, and steady advance- 
ment was made, Particularly good written work was done in the 
spelling classes. The perversity of feeling which has once in a while 
cropped out in this school for the last year or two, seems to have 
disappeared. There has not been the least hint of trouble or dissat- 
isfaction this year. ‘There are, however, a few in it who succeed 
but poorly. Whether these are unsuccessful because of their inabil- 
ity to learn, or because of their inattention, it is hard to tell, but it is 
certain that they do not work as they ought. The danger is_ that 


12 


they will grow up into citizens without the necessary qualifications of 
citizenship. Perhaps teachers are somewhat at fault. It may be 
that such should receive a larger share of their time and help. But 
‘cannot they be induced somehow to try harder? There are also a 
few who are very irregular in attendance, and one, between the ages 
of eight and fourteen years, has not attended the twelve weeks re- 
quired by law. Bnt on the whole this school has improved very 
much during the year. It needs new wall maps. The maps of to- 
day differ very much from those of twenty-five years ago. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
G. Leacu. Prudential Committee. 


Miss Mary A. Simpson was employed throughout the year. She 
also had charge of it last year, and, with the co-operation of the 
parents and scholars, has quite transformed it. It will be remem-. 
bered that there was formerly a lack of interest, defective attendance 
and even a spirit of iusubordination. ‘This year the attendance has 
been good; the scholars haye worked industriously, and their be- 
havior has been good, quite satisfactory. Both teacher and pupils 
testify that the year has been most enjoyable. There is still room 
for improvement, but this change is most praiseworthy. 

The outline maps here are also very far behind the times, and 


should be replaced by new ones. Oh) 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Miss Carrie: W. Sawyer has had charge of this school for a year 
and a half, always performing her duties faithfully and suecessfully. 
There is nniformity in this school, good attendance and cheerful 


obedience. It was noticeable, at the closing examination of the ~ ° 


Winter term, that the scholars are becoming more and more selfreli- - 
ant in their scholarship. ‘This may be attributed to the fact that their 
teacher, in questioning, does not give them hints or helps either by: 
signs or words as to the expected answers. She also allows them to™ - 
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give their convictions in full, no matter how wrong or absurd they 
may be, before she makes corrections. Teachers, sometimes, un- 
conciously no doubt, express approval by a nod, or arrest a wrong 
statement by a shake of the head, which is all very helpful and pleas- 
ing to the scholar, but destructive to that independence of thought 
which ought to be cultivated. Here is a suggestion to any who may 
have fallen into this habit. 

That good work was doue in English composition, was proved by 
the neat aud plainly written papers that were to be seen upon the 
teacher's desk... The year just closed has been a good one in this 
district. It has good maps and we hope it will have a dictionary 
next year. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


We have reason to congratulate ourselves upon the good order and 
steady progress of our schools during the year. There is, of course, 
imperfection, and we could easily find many things to criticise and 
regret, but there has not been for years such uniform satisfaction ex- 
pressed by all. Nota ripple of disturbance has appeared in any 
quarter, and not a word of complaint heard, even upon inquiry, and 
this is saying a great deal, 

Great credit is due our teachers of this year for their persevering 
efforts in, the line of English composition. All pupils who can man- 
age a pen at all are now writing English and many of them like it. 
The younger ones, especially, like it. This is a great achievement, 
for no branch has been so much neglected, and none is of more im- 
portance, as, in’ mature life, everyone must appear at times as a 
writer, at least of letters and business papers. 

Geogr aphy seems to be the favorite study, and, perhaps, receives 
more than its share of attention, while History and Grammar are 
neglected. The study of the history of our own and other countries. 
is exceedingly important to our children. | Perhaps no other study so 
opens the eyes of young people to their own ignorance, and to the 
great field of good literature which lies about us, but which is still an 
unknown land to so many, It is earnestly recommended to our older 
pupils. ‘The practice of standing before a class and relating, in one’s 
own words, the events of history, is alone worth all the study it 


14 


costs, to say nothing of what is acquired. 

There seems to be also a prejudice against Grammar. Perhaps 
this is partly because it is not taught so practically as it ought to be, 
but, with a little better planning on the part of teachers, and good 
ure of the text books we now have, it seems as if this might disap- 
pear. Ifthe children can be made to say ‘‘third person and singular 
number” less and to talk and write good English more, they may 
come to think differently of Grammar. 

Four years ago there were several different text books on geogra- 
phy in our schools. Gradually, as new classes were formed, these 
have been displaced by Harper’s. In the same way, the old Well’s 
Grammar, which had been in use so long, has given place to Swin- 
ton’s. These changes have caused no additional expense to parents, 
and are undoubtedly an improvement. <A year ago last fall the pub- 
lishers of Watson's Complete Speller, offered to place that book in 
our schools, by even exchange for the old books then in use. ‘They 
also generously proposed to give new ones outright to those who had 
no old ones to exchange.. After consideration it was thought best to 
accept the offer. They differ very much from the old ones, as they 
require written work and the construction of sentences, which is_an 
improvement upon the old method of oral spelling. All these new 
books give good satisfaction. Last year, there were fifty-nine different 
scholars. ‘This year, there are seventy-four, a gain of more than 
twenty-five per cent. This is hopeful for the larger the numbers, 
the greater the interest. Still our schools are small, the average for 
all the terms kept in the five districts, being only nine and a fraction. 
They are also expensive for the numbers. ‘The report of the State 
Superintendent for last year shows that the average cost per scholar 
$12.80 was greater than in any other town in the county, Lempster 
being next on the list. Now we do not raise too much money. The 
trouble is, there are too many schools for so few scholars, and this re- 
minds us of what is so much talked of throughout the State, the 
union of dis:ricts. If these seventy-four children could be gathered 
into one school, and separated into two grades, and two first-class 
teachers employed permanently, with the larger schools, the better 
classification, and the added interest which more competition would 
bring, we might soon have scholars to be proud of. If even two 
districts could unite their forces, there would be great gain. There 
are difficulties in the way. Perhaps they are insurmountable, but 


we may well consider the matter. 
= ‘ 

Five of our teachers for this year have been very successful. 
These are Miss Simpson, Miss Porter, Miss Wallace, Miss Sawyer 
and Miss Thayer, and it is desirable to keep them. Our incoming 
Prudential Committees really hold the key to the situation. If these 
five ladies could be placed, one in each of our five schools for the 
coming year—that is, if there can be no consolidation of districts— 
with the understanding that they are to plan their work for the year, 
we might safely predict success. One who has not noticed particu- 
larly, has no idea of the difference betwees a school taught continu- 
ously by an experienced teacher, and one which is often interrupted 
by a change. Even if the teachers are equally good, there is great 
loss, and if, as sometimes happens, the new comers are inexperienced, 
and have no definite plans, or real interest in the work, the time and 
money spent are nearly wasted. ‘ 
Respectfully Submitted, 

M.S. PRENTISS, 


Superintendent of Schools. 


ROLL OFS EION Gis 


The following pupils have not been absent or tardy during the 
entire year: 

Districr No. 1.—Kate E. Buxton, Alice E. Buxton, Edith G. 
Holden. 

District No. 3.—Della C. Walker. ee 

District No. 4.—Alle S. Carpenter, Georgie A. Leach, Mary 
A. Sprague. ” 

District No. 5.—Dean S. Russell. 

The following pupils have not been absent or tardy during an en- 
tire term—those marked with a star, during two entire terms: 

Districr No. 1.—James W: Bascom, E. Corinne Holden, Charles 
C. Holden, Allen K. Holden, Marshall A. Currier. 

District No. 2.—*Fred I. Davidson, *Marian P. Davidson, 
Edith M. Dow, Ida M. Dow, Jennie L. Hall, Grace L. Parker. 

Disrricr No. 3.—Mary A. Walker, Hattie E. Wright, James A. 
Wright, Lewis Wright, Burton W. Hiland, Villa M, Ramsey, 
Woodard Jefts. 

Districr No. 4.—Charles L. Davis, May H. Elwell, Emma S. 
Leach. 

Districr No. 5.——Stella E. Breckett, Eugene J. Davis, Harvey 
Davis, Ira M. Russell. 


STATISTI Ge 


Number of children between the ages of five and fifteen years, not 
attending any school, 7. 

Whole number of scholars between the ages of five and fifteen 
years, as reported by the selectmen, 56. 

Number of boys, 28, ; 

Number of girls, 28. 

Number of scholars in actual attendance, as reported by the 
teachers, 74. 

Average attendance, 9.67. 

Per cent. of attendance, 92. 


Aggregate length of schools, 109 weeks. 
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